By Professor Austen.
To the Alumni of the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery :?Gentlemen,?These papers are addressed to you, not because the subject to be treated has an interest limited to yourselves, but because my manner of treatment will be somewhat didactic.
Men older than I in years and in professional experience might naturally resent a style of address suitable to the lecture room. But you who have been my pupils can bear with me, if I at times appear dogmatic. You will remember also that now, equally as when students, you are not to accept facts unless you find them to be true, nor inferences unless logically correct, and that any method or practice in art is to be adopted only when proved to be best, and retained no longer than it continues to be so. I shall have occasion, in subsequent papers, to show you that a disregard of these simple rules has greatly retarded the progress of dentistry.
You have heard and read much of the rapid progress of Dental Science. I propose in the next paper to inquire into the causes of this rapidity. We shall see how far it is peculiar to it?how far common to all art and science. We shall expect to learn from this inquiry the secret of progress, and may perhaps discover what constitutes the true character and dignity of Dentistry.
